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MISSION STATEMENT:
RAISING AWARENESS
AND ADVANCING RESEARCH
FOR THE EARLY DETECTION
AND TREATMENT OF
PANCREATIC CANCER

CELEBRATE SKY’S 10 YEAR
ANNIVERSARY IN 2018!
A DECADE OF SUCCESS
What a rollercoaster this has been. I was
diagnosed ten years ago with the most
common and deadly form of pancreatic
cancer. Needless to say, I was shocked,
scared and devastated. I had chemotherapy and radiation immediately and in
January of 2008, Whipple surgery.

the Village Club in Bloomfield Hills and
the rest is history. Today, Sky raises
awareness of pancreatic cancer throughout the Metro Detroit area and provides
hope and support to newly diagnosed
patients. In addition, we fund innovative
pancreas researchers from coast to coast.

Sky Foundation Inc. was founded in
June 2008 in a friend's living room. Our
first lunch was held that November at

I could not have known 10 years ago that
Sky would be such a success. I only knew
that giving up was never an option.

We are entering 2018 committed to our
very important mission and total
devotion to changing the direction of
pancreatic cancer.

LETTER TO SHEILA
My dear friend, Sheila,
When you were diagnosed with
pancreatic cancer, I and a host of friends
were heartbroken. But we weren’t
allowed to stay mournful because you
had another plan. You wanted to use
your time (you didn’t’ know how much
you had) to fund research that could
give early warning signs of pancreatic
cancer before it became deadly. So you
asked a few of your friends to help,
including me.
It wasn’t unusual that you would reach
out to us. You had built what some call a
“network” of relationships. To you, that

Sky Foundation
Wishes You A

knew my DNA was organizing and
problem solving. So you gathered a
cadre of talented friends who had
accounting, legal, marketing, non-profit
experience and we had our first board. In
the early years, I stood with you as you
gathered your strength and flew way
ahead of us.

Gerry Barrons, Advisory Board

word simply meant friends. Your circle
was wide and varied and our friendship
spanned too many years to count.

I stayed on the Governing Board for
two terms and continue to be involved
on the Advisory Board. I clearly
remember our first stumbles and now
witness the growing success of Sky
Foundation. I’ve had a front row seat
on an extraordinary journey!

You said: “Gerry, what do you think if
we created a foundation? Would you
help? ” I said, “ Sure, Sheila” and my
inner voice said “WHAT???” But you

Healthy New Year!

WAYS
TO
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- Gerry Barrons
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Appreciated Stock
Legacy Planning
Corporate Giving
Donate on our website

Visit our website for more information:

skyfoundationinc.org
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THANK YOU TO
OUR INCREDIBLE
RESEARCH TEAMS
Asfar S. Azmi, PhD

Karmanos Cancer Institute
Wayne State University

Howard Crawford, PhD

YOUNG PROFESSIONAL GROUP
Our Young Professional Group (YPG) is
led by Lauren Eaton & Larry Marantette.
In April, 2017 the YPG kicked off the
year by representing Sky Foundation at
“Who’s Your Bartender”, hosted by The
Bird & The Bread in Birmingham. Their
next venture was raising awareness in the
nonprofit section at the Ann Arbor Art
Fair in July. To conclude the year, they
built a team of supporters to run in the
Detroit Free Press Marathon. Friends,
family and neighbors from all over
donated towards their admirable efforts.

year-end figure. This includes a small
fundraiser in Ann Arbor organized by The
Chermack Family, who found us at the Ann
Arbor Art Fair.

If you would
like to get
involved with
the YPG please
contact Annie
Dalton at
248-385-5143.

Collectively, the YPG has contributed an
additional $12,000 to Sky Foundation’s

University of Michigan
Pancreatic Cancer Center

Rafael A. Fridman, PhD

What is the pancreas,
and what does it do?

Matthew H. G. Katz, MD

The pancreas is an organ in the abdomen that sits in front of the
spine above the level of the belly button. It is in close proximity
to many structures such as the small intestine and the bile ducts,
as well as important blood vessels and nerves.

Pamela Itkin-Ansari, PhD

It performs two main functions:
- Making insulin, a hormone that regulates blood sugar levels
- Breaking down dietary proteins, fats and carbohydrates

Karmanos Cancer Institute
Wayne State University

University of Texas
MD Anderson Cancer Center

Sanford Burnham Prebys
Medical Discovery Institute
University of California, San Diego

Symptoms
- Back Pain
- Diabetes
- Fatigue
- Diarrhea
- Depression
- Fever

- Loss of
Appetite
- Nausea
- Jaundice
- Weakness
- Weight Loss

Through events and other outreach, we raise public awareness about
pancreatic health, the factors that might contribute to pancreatic cancer
and the importance of genetic counseling for those with relatives who
have had the disease.

Sheila Sky Kasselman
Founder

33 Bloomfield Hills Parkway
Suite 275
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304
248-385-5143
a 501(c)3 non-profit organization;
MICS 40147, Tax ID #26-2720583

Visit our website for more information:

skyfoundationinc.org

Our awareness efforts are rooted in the research we fund to detect,
prevent and treat the disease. We raise funds and award seedmoney
grants to researchers working on promising research and medical treatment protocols.

SUCCESSFUL NINTH ANNUAL

SUCCESSFUL
NINTH
ANNUAL
LUNCH

To see the entire
album for the Ninth
Annual Lunch please
visit our website

